
AP Physics 1 – Summer Reading Assignment 

About the course: The AP Physics 1 Course has been designed by the College Board as a course equivalent to 

the algebra-based college-level physics class. See course syllabus for details. The course will meet for 49 minutes 

every day.  Lab work is integral to the understanding of the concepts in this course. At the end of the course, 

students will take the AP Physics 1 Exam, which will test their knowledge of both the concepts taught in the 

classroom and their use of the correct formulas. 

About the workload: The student is expected to keep a notebook for class notes, a scientific calculator, an 

assortment of pens & pencils and other materials which will be discussed during the first days of class. There 

should be a demonstrated willingness to commit 30-45 minutes a night for this course. Examples of nightly tasks 

include reviewing the day’s notes, completing homework, reading textbook chapter sections, completing lab 

write-ups, completing practice problems and working in the review book (see below). 

About attendance: Student attendance is paramount in this course. You cannot learn this challenging subject if 

you are not present in class. As you will see below it is extremely difficult to teach yourself physics. Other than an 

occasional fieldtrip or illness, it is expected that students are in attendance every day. 

Summer Reading: The pace of this reading assignment should be about 2-3 hours per week 

Students need to buy McGraw Hill – “5 Steps to a 5: AP Physics 1: Algebra-Based” 2017/18 Edition (about $18) 

Read Introduction: The 5-Step Program 

Read STEP 1: Chapters 1 thru 3 (Pages 3 thru 23) (Chapter 3: Choose “Plan A”: You are starting in August!) 

 Basic information about the course and the exam with good advice about test taking strategies. 

Look at STEP 2: Chapters 4 & 5 (Pages 27 thru 46)  

 Chapter 4: This section contains 32 physics questions which I DO NOT expect you to be able to answer. 

In my opinion, this section should have been placed elsewhere. However, I would like the student to look 

at each of the questions and see if you can, in part or whole, answer it. The solutions to each of the 

questions can be found beginning on page 29. The only expectation here is that you look at each question, 

try to answer it and then look at the solution. 

 Chapter 5: This section contains 16 sample multiple choice questions and one free-response question. The 

purpose of this section is to familiarize the student with the type of questions asked on the Exam. Again, 

you are NOT expected to be able to correctly answer these questions. As in chapter 4, I would like for the 

student to look at each of the questions and see if you can answer it. The solutions to each of the questions 

can be found beginning on page 43. Again, the only expectation here is that you look at each question, try 

to answer it and then look at the solution. 

Read STEP 3: Chapters 6 thru 9 (Pages 49 thru 74) 

 More good information on course and exam strategies. 

STEP 4: Chapter 10 only (Pages 77 thru 87) 

 “Motion in a Straight Line” – Read this chapter and see if you can teach yourself a little physics! This is 

not an easy thing to do. Do not be discouraged if you have trouble. After reading and studying the 

examples, try answering the practice problems starting on page 85. Keep a record of your notes and 

practice problems from Chapter 10. We will go over this the first few days of school and then you will 

hand it in. 

Have a great summer and I look forward to seeing you in August! –Dr. Wright 


